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Camp Lions of lllinois is a FREE, week-long, over-night
Summer Camp for Low Vision/Blind and HOH/Deaf eligible
youth and adults. It offers lllinois residents exciting camp
BT activities and an opportunity to make new friends with peers who
" have similar vision or hearing loss.

,\ - It was the dream of Chicago area Lions to offer blind and/or deaf
_ children a chance to experience summer camp, just like their
% sighted and hearing friends. The first season of Camp Lions was
5 held over one week during the Summer of 195/, since then,
thousands of youth and adults have attended Camp Lions.

A8 Today Camp Lions hosts roughly 200 campers annually, running
m for 5 weeks during Summer months and is held at 4 different
i locations throughout lllinois. While the program has grown and
evolved over the years, Camp Lions mission still holds true...

Our mission is for the overall growth of the individual camper in
® self-confidence, knowledge, independence, leadership, and
§ creativity through a recreational experience geared to individual
abilities, from the beginning camper to the returning veteran.

Campers enjoy swimming, canoeing, team sports, archery, fishing,
cookouts, arts and crafts, nature programs and more. Every session offers
opportunities to explore new skills in a safe and nurturing environment with a 4:1 ratio
of campers to counselor.

Camp counselors are positive role *
models and many have vision and/or
hearing loss themselves. They know
what it means to be treated differently
by peers. Counselors encourage every
camper to reach for new goals,
strengthening their abilities and self-
esteem. Most Camp Lions counselors
are fluent in American Sign Language, |
are 18 years or older, and together
with a camp nurse, are trained in CPR
& First Aid.

HearingfAidi Bank

In the late 90's, in cooperation with the University of
lllinois Chicago Audiology Department, LIF established
a Hearing Aid Bank (HAB). The HAB is kept supplied
through donations of hearing aids from local
Lions Clubs as well as the general public. The
audiology staff at UIC maintains the Bank and serves
as hearing consultants to our Social Services 2
Department and to our participating Audiological
Clinics throughout Illinois. Once a request has been N

approved, the donated hearing aids are reconditioned by our partnering
manufacturers and sent to the appropriate clinic. Hearing aids that are not eligible for

reconditioning, such as older or damaged aids are used as salvage credit to reduce the
costs of the program.

Used Eyeglass Collection

Throughout the year, Lions and other volunteers collect used
eyeglasses, sort them and deliver them to LIF. Through this
program, glasses are repurposed for future use as well as shipped
by missions to developing countries to reach people in need
around the world. Eyeglass donation boxes can be found at many
Lions Clubs and at many public buildings throughout communities
such as local libraries, post offices, eye doctors offices, etc.

LIE'Recycling Program

In addition to eyeglasses and hearing aids, LIF recycles: sneakers, keys/key fobs, cell
phones/smart phones, pop tabs, and ink cartridges. These recycled items not only
make an impact on our environment but also help to fund various programs and
services that assist those with vision and hearing needs throughout lllinois.










