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Lions Share

" im0 Serving People with Vision and Hearing Needs Since 1974
The Official Newsletter of the Lions of lllinois Foundation
With Thanksgiving just around the corner, we at your
Lions of Illinois Foundation would like to Thank You for
ALL you do and contribute to make
the Programs and Services we
provide a success!

It is through your steadfast loyalty
and commitment to serve that together,

we can truly make a difference in the lives of those with
Vision and Hearing Needs.

Lions of Illinois Endowment Fund Holiday Tributes

During the Holidays, we reflect on the blessings in
Lions of Illinois Endowment Fund our lives and the importance of giving back to our
;6?: i oo communities. This holiday season, we invite you to
&1 join us in making a meaningful impact by supporting
= the Lions of Illinois Endowment Fund.

mirer 2, 2024

To show your gratitude, please consider making a
monetary contribution in honor of a Loved One,
Mentor, Lion, Service Person, or Someone in your
Community who has made an impact on you personally
or has shown great service to those in need.

This holiday season take the time to give thanks
e s is | to those who are special to you with a Tribute
this Thanksgiving Season!
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July & August Tribute Donations

Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday 8am-4pm

Phone:

)

(815) 756-5633 (815) 748-9087

Address:
700 N. Peace Road, Suite B, DeKalb, IL 60115

Contact Us:

Lion Ron Fruit, PDG, Executive Director

Phone Extension: 5115

E-mail: rfruitelifnd.org

Memorials and Endowments Investments, LIF/LIEF Committees, Fundraising
Development, Awards and Recognition

Lion Trish Fisher, Associate Director

Phone Extension: 5240

E-mail: tfisherelifnd.org

Programs Director, Contact for All Programs and Services, Marketing

Lion Kirsten Kotlarchik, Accounts Manager LIF/LIEF

Phone Extension: 5351

E-mail: kmkelifnd.org

Contact for All Accounting, Financial Records, Endowment Fund, Foundation Fellows, Tree
of Service, Wills, Bequests and Trusts, Birdies for Charity, Endowment Supporter Campaigns
(Sustaining Supporter, Legacy Supporter, Legacy Supporter Club), Memorials and Tributes

Lion Max Kruse, Camp Registrar

Phone Extension: 5223

E-mail: mkruseeclifnd.org

Contact for All Camp Lions Admin, On-line Registration, On-line Treat Night, Donations:
Adopt a Camper, Wish List, Activities, Special Events, Scholarships

Lion Andrew Scarborough, Social Services/Front Desk Tue-Fri
Phone Extension: 5222

E-mail: andrewseclifnd.org

Contact for Social Services Program (Hearing Aids-Eyeglasses), Website

Lion Dianne Ortega, Fundraising Manager

Phone Extension: 5250

E-mail: dortegaclifnd.org

Contact for All Fundraising Campaigns, Candy Day, Sight and Sound Sweepstakes, Tootsie
Pop Day, Diabetes Awareness, Bingo Bonanza, Golf Classic, Car Show, Cards for Camp

Lion Jyllann Torres, Programs Assistant

Phone Extension: 5232

E-mail: jtorreselifnd.org

Programs Data, Training, Thank You Letters, Social Media, Mailings, Special Events

gotsneakers?

A Sneaker Recycling Organization

Environmental
Impact Report

%ﬁ * Total Bags of Sneakers: 454

* LBS. Sneakers Displaced: 15,211

* LBS. Carbon Dioxide Displaced: 207,506

* GALS. Water Saved: 15,611,347

Lion Nicole Burke, Media Design Manager

Phone Extension: 5221

E-mail: nburkeelifnd.org

Contact for Endowment Tribute Acknowledgements, Mailings, Special Projects, Lions Share,
LIEF Newsletter, LIF Everyday

Lion Joshua Fisher, Logistics Coordinator

Phone Extension: 5239

E-mail: joshuafelifnd.org

Contact for Recycling Pick-Up/Drop-Offs, Recycling Boxes, Mailings, Special Projects, Board
Meetings

Lion Joseph Fisher, Audio/Video
E-mail: josephfelifnd.org
Contact for Special Event Photography, Videography




Upcoming Events
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October 27-28, 2025 November 8, 2025 November 15, 2025
Jacksonville Board of Trustees Meeting District 1-F
Low Vision Clinic Embassy Suites, East Peoria BINGO Bonanza

Lions Share SPOTLIGHT

Thank You to Pearle Vision of Crystal Lake and Rory Zimny
for Hosting a Car Show to Benefit LIF Vision Services!

Everyone in attendance had a great time! We appreciate your donation to Vision
Services and our Partnership with Pearle Vision. Together we continue to spread Vision

Health Awareness to those in the Crystal Lake Community and across the State.



LETTER FROM...

Camp Lions Leadership Team, Bronson Black & Lisa Borgo
Dear Fellow Lions Members,

Lion Bronson Black and | (Lion Lisa Borgo Black) would like to take a
moment to sincerely thank each and every one of you for your
contributions in making the 2025 season of Camp Lions a tremendous
success!

As Lions, we live by the motto "We Serve," and this year, you truly embodied that
mission. Your financial support made it possible for campers to attend Camp Lions at
no cost to their families—an incredible gift that creates lifelong memories and
opportunities. Your generosity in purchasing items from our Camp Wish List provided
essential supplies, making camp more accessible and enjoyable for all participants.

Thanks to your donations, we were able to fund six new sound sources that allow our
blind campers to fully participate in activities such as archery, large group games, and
much more. Your efforts extended beyond donations—many of you took time out of
your busy schedules to visit camp, connect with our campers, and provide homemade
meals and Lion Snacks. You also made it possible for our campers to attend two
baseball games this summer, covering not only the tickets but also food at the games.
These are experiences our campers will never forget.

We also want to extend our heartfelt thanks to the dedicated Camp Lions staff—
including our Leadership Team, nursing staff, counselors, and volunteers. Camp simply
could not operate without your hard work, compassion, and unwavering dedication.
Your commitment to the safety and well-being of every camper does not go unnoticed.
You are role models, and the campers look up to you in every way.

A special thank you goes to the staff at the Lions of Illinois Foundation for your support
behind the scenes—handling paperwork, securing camp sites, and ensuring we had
everything necessary for a successful season.

Together, we created a summer full of memories, friendship, and life-changing
experiences. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your service and support.

In Lionism and with gratitude,

Lion Lisa Borgo Black & Lion Bronson Black
Your Fellow Lions in Service

Mark your calendar for Treat Night.
Sign up ONLINE at lionsofillinoisfoundation.org (opens January 5, 2026)
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Thank Youl to all our Lions & Clubs who

provided delicious meals and treats fo CampiLions Thls summer:

Altamont LC, Arlington Heights LC, Capron LC, Danvers LC, Deerfield LC, Durand LC, Gillespie LC,
Highland LC, Hudson LC, Jacksonville LC, Lake Villa Township LC, Lake Zurich LC, Lebanon LC, "
McHenry-Wonder Lake LC, Morris LC, Normal LC, Palatine LC, Roselle LC, Schaumburg-Hoffman * ﬁ,f

LC, Serena LC, Sheffield LC, Stickney Forest View LC, Streator Hardscrabble LC, Sycamore LC, ’ w’
Towanda LC, Waukegan Uptown LC, Winthrop Harbor LC

The Deaf Awareness Night Ball Park oufings were a blast!
Thank You fo all'our Lions & Clubsiwho sponsored this event:




Lodging

Food

&

Nursing

Camp Site
Activities

Special
Activities

What it Takes to Run
Camp Lions each Year

We are very blessed to have great partnering campsites who keep Lodging costs at
a minimum. Camp is actually 6 weeks, 1 week of Counselor Training and 5 weeks
of Camp.

There is only so much we can do about rising food costs, all of our camps offer
some kind of buffet style food choices. Which range from $12.50 - $13 per meal
per camper. This is comparable across all campsites. By providing food for the
campers, counselors and guests, you could be absorbing up to $900, in food costs
for that one meal. Nightly treats are still provided by Lions Clubs.

In the logistical world we now live in, it is important that we work with a reputable
nursing agency to be able to accommodate the growing needs of our Campers.
We hire nursing staff to cover the 5 weeks of Camp. We also hire a licensed
CPR/First Aid Instructor for our Counselors Training Week. Nursing Staff averages
$5,000.00 per week.

Along with 4 Square and Gaga Ball, our Campsites are now offering on-site
activities like Rock Climbing, Ziplining, Paint Ball, Miniature Golf and Lakefront Fun
like Paddle Boats, Canoeing, Water Slides and huge inflatable Rock Walls. While we
continue to offer fun, interactive and unique activities for our campers, there is a
main theme that runs throughout; and that is safety. The days of grabbing a bow
and arrow and shooting a target are now replaced with a licensed trainer who
provides training to our campers to ensure safety. For Rock Wall Climbing, each
camp hires an outside group who specialize in this activity. Beach activities
need to have a certain number of lifeguards and staff also to ensure safety. These
additional on-site activities do incur additional costs but they also provide our
Campers with an opportunity to build self-confidence and independence as they
navigate these new adventures.

There is also an opportunity for some SPECIAL ACTIVITIES, these activities are off
site and enrich the camper’'s Camp Lions experience in various ways. Baseball,
Bowling and Horseback Riding are a few examples of Special Activities that could
also require additional transportation to and from the special activity for campers
and staff.

7



Activity Sponsorship

Help Camp Lions Campers Enjoy A Unique Experience This Summer!

In addition to supporting Camp Lions by adopting a camper, there is also an
opportunity for your Club to Sponsor Activities for our Youth and Adult
Campers. These Campsite Activities are additional experiences that are on-site
and available for campers to enjoy for an additional cost such as rock climbing,
ziplining, ropes courses, archery, lakefront fun, etc. By sponsoring an activity you
are helping to bring a fresh experience to our Campers at Camp Lions this
summer!

Each Sponsoring Club Diamond
$1,000 +
will receive an Activity Patch ' 2025
N
and Chevron based on $250.6999
Sponsorship Level Y 2025

Camp Lions Activity Sponsorship
Mail Donation Form To: Lions of lllinois Foundation 700 N Peace Road, Suite B, DeKalb, IL 60115

Club Name: District:

Club Contact Name:

Address:

Phone: Email:

Enclosed is a check for: All sponsorships will be

greatly appreciated by
our nearly 200
campers who attend
Camp Lions each year.

O Emerald Level $250-$999

L piamond Level $1,000 and up

For Credit Card Donations, please visit our website: www.lionsofillinocisfoundation.org
s Questions, please call: (815) 756-5633



Bio Freeze-Spray (6)
Bactine-Spray (6)
CPR Masks (20)

Pill Cases (30 - 7 days 4x per day Pill cases)
e Ear Relief Drops (4)
e DayQuil Big Bottle (1)

202

Not s
* NyQuil Big Bottle (1) chh::: w'\'/af To Dongge?
e Benadryl Liquid (3) through the | ISA Gift ¢,

e Benadryl Tablets (3)
e lbuprofen (2 Large) Camp Lions Wish Licy

e Glucose Tablets (1) St

e Cough Drops (Children’s)

e Wound Wash (6)

e Breakable Ice Packs (Amazon, Uline - 2 Cases)
e Neosporin Ointment (6 Large)

« Sport Self Stick wrap “Ace Bandages” (4)

e Tylenol (Tablets)

e Liquid Tylenol

e Liquid Motrin

Sta-Flo Liquid Starch (8)

by

Help Camp Lions Celebrate 70 Yeurs!:f

In 2027, Camp Lions will celebrate it's 70™ Anniversary. '
To honor this wonderful occasion, LIF would like to 7
give each camper and counselor a special
embroidered Camp Lions backpack. If your Club -
would like to make a donation to this special '
anniversary gift, please reach

. out to Lion Trish Fisher: tfisherelifnd.org 7

> Special Thank You to the Crest Hill
Lions Club for Sponsoring the
2026 Camp Lions T-Shirts, Water Bottles,
Drawstring Bags, and Pins!



CAMIPER
REGISTRATION OPENS
OCTOBER 20th!

CAMP.LIONS
2026

SUMMER CAMP
FOR BLIND &IDEAFE

JUNE 6th - JUNE 13th

Youth Week
Camp Red Leaf Village
26710 W Nippersink Road, Ingleside, IL 60041

JUNE 14th - JUNE 18th

Helen Keller Week
Camp Red Leaf Village
26710 W Nippersink Road, Ingleside, IL 60041

JULY 5th - JULY 11th

Youth Week
Camp DuBois Center
2651 Quarry Road, DuBois, IL 62831

JULY 12th - JULY 18th

HoH/Deaf Week
East Bay Camp

24248 Ron Smith Memorial Hwy., Hudson, IL 61748

JULY 19th - JULY 25th

LV/Blind Week

East Bay Camp
24248 Ron Smith Memorial Hwy.
Hudson, IL 61748




Aclopi-A-Camper

*Please Note Updated Levels™

Children and adults who are deaf/hard of hearing, or blind/partially sighted,
share in the fun of swimming, boating, nature walks, archery, crafts, music,

campfires, and more fun camp activities with friends at Camp Lions.

In over 67 years, one thing that has never changed at Camp Lions is the idea of providing a safe, positive
place for youth and adults to enjoy summer camp with their peers. This philosophy has given thousands of
campers a chance to grow self-confidence, build lasting friendships and enjoy all the fun that this safe and

enriching program provides each summer.

Please Adopt a Camper to attend Camp Lions this Summer!

By adopting a camper you insure that all deserving children and adults can experience what Camp Lions
can offer them. Your Lions of lllinois Foundation is asking every Lion and Leo Club to help by “adopting”
at least one camper to attend Camp Lions with o Donation of $550 or more.

These donations will help to defer some of the total costs associated with our Camp Lions program
including lodging, food, and qualified staff, including a nurse, to care for and inspire the attending
campers.

A Thank You note with a picture of your camper, will be sent to your club along with our gratitude.

Mail Form To:

Lions of lllinois Foundation
Camp Lions Adopt-A-Camper
700 N Peace Road, Suite B
DeKalb, IL 60115
OR E-mail Form to camplionselifnd.org

If you have a specific camper you would like to adopt please include their name.

Camp Lions Adopt-a-Camper

Club District:

Enclosed is a check for § to adopt Camper (s) to Camp Lions Summer Camps
Contact Name: Email:

Address:

Camper’s Name (not required)

5 For Credit Card Donations please visit our website at: www.lionsofillinoisfoundation.org
m) Questions, please call: (815) 756-5633
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Lions Candy Day
October 10 - 12, 2025

S o
CANDY DAy
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Since 1960, Lions have been
seen on street corners
throughout lllinois raising
funds to support people with
vision and hearing needs.
Today, Candy Day continues
to be the Lions of lllinois
Foundation’s largest
fundraiser of the year.

Thank You for Participating
in Candy Day 2025!

The Lions of lllinois Foundation relies on it’s partnership with
Lions and Lions Clubs across the state to bring
FREE Vision & Hearing Programs & Services to those
within your communities and throughout lllinois.

Thank you for joining us, for over 65 years, to help raise funds that
fulfill our mission to serve those with vision and hearing needs.

. LIONS OF ILN0IS |~ — o .
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LIONS OF ILLINOIS FOUNDATION

CANDY DAY
2025 FINAL REPORT

OFFICIAL REPORT of CANDY DAY Fundraising for Humanitarian Services (Blind & Deaf).

NO, our Club was unable to participate but enclosed is our donation

of $ to the Lions of lllinois Foundation Candy Day.

D YES, our Club participated in CANDY DAY on

(date)

CLUB NAME: DISTRICT: CLUB #:
CONTACT PERSON: PHONE:
ADDRESS: CITY:
STATE: ZIP: EMAIL:
CANDY DAY RESULTS: (Please answer ALL questions ONLY if Club participated in CANDY DAY)
Number of (Lion) Workers/Volunteers Number of cases of candy received
Collections from CANDY DAY $
Collections from UNDERWRITERS $
GROSS TOTAL COLLECTION FROM ALL SOURCES $
COST OF CANDY Please explain & list other costs $
COST OF APRONS (-) $
OTHER COSTS () ®
NET $

CONTRIBUTIONS TO: (Please make payable to the Lions of lllinois Foundation)
THIS MUST EQUAL 60% of NET OR MORE to Lions of lllinois Projects ~ $

Date: Signature: Title:

Your contributions to the Foundation will make the following projects possible:
Camp Lions for Children and Adults, Low Vision Program for students and adults, Mobile Units, Social Services and Referral,
LIF Used Hearing Aid Collection & Hearing Aid Bank (H.A.B.), Used Eyeglass Collections.

SUBMIT THIS REPORT AND CONTRIBUTIONS BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2025
LIONS OF ILLINOIS FOUNDATION
700 N Peace Rd, Suite B, DeKalb, Illinois 60115

(815) 756-5633 x 5250 - TELEPHONE | DOrtegaelifnd.org - EMAIL s



License # B-02105

HOSTED BY:

THE WINTHROP HARBOR LIONS CLUB
The Schlader Recreation Center

2700 W. 9th Street, Winthrop Harbor, IL

NOVEMBER DOORS OPEN AT
15th 11 AM

2025 First Game Starts At 1:00 PM

Get Ready to Shout "BINGO!" and Win Some Amazing Prizes at this Fun-
Filled Event. ALL Proceeds Benefit the Lions of lllinois Foundation Student
Low Vision Program.

$ 2 per person includes (1) 9 on & (1) 6 on plus 2 Raffle Tickets.

*extra pads available for an additional cost

$2,000 Total Payout * Raffle Games * 50/50 Raffle * Item/Basket Raffles
Food & Drink Available For Purchase
OPEN SEATING Available on a First Come First Serve Basis

For more information contact Lion Terry Scherman: tshermi4@aol.com

Lions of lllinois Foundation
Student Low Vision Program
Offers FREE Exams, Glasses,

Optical Tools, Support, Etc. to
lllinois Students Grades K-12

Learn more at: W,
www.lionsofillinoisfoundation.o.

14




Lions Of Illinois Foundation
Serving People with Vision and Hearing Needs Since 1974

Lions of lllinois Foundation
700 N. Peace Rd. Suite B, DeKalb, IL 60115
815-756-5633

Greetings Bingo Enthusiasts,

That's right, on November 15th, the Winthrop Harbor Lions Club is hosting a
BINGO BONANZA event to benefit the Lions of lllinois Foundation Student Low
Vision Program. Offering FREE comprehensive exams, glasses, optical tools,

support, etc. to eligible lllinois students (grade K-12) who are Low
Vision/Blind.

Here is how you can help support Vision Services in Your Community:

e Become a Game Sponsor

Your Business/Club Name will be displayed on the Sponsor Board at
the event and will be announced during the games

e Attend the Event and Play Bingo!
$20 gets you (1) 9 on AND (1) 6 on Plus 2 Raffle Tickets

Please detach and send completed form to Lions of lllinois Foundation (address listed above).

Make checks payable to LIF
Name/Club:
Address:
Phone: Email:

[ ] $100.00 Bingo Game Sponsor

A Donation of $100 will support the Success of this Event. Each Sponsor will
also be placed on the Sponsor Board and be announced during the Games.

[ ] Make a Donation to Student Low Vision Services
A Donation of $75 will support one hour of Orientation & Mobility Training.

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $

15



NOVEMBER

According to the Center for
Disease Control, 38.4 Million
Americans Have Diabetes.

Nearly 1.4 Million People Living In lllinois Have Diabetes.
Many of our community members are at risk. Please help
us spread awareness this November.

Lions of lllinois Foundation has Diabetes Awareness Bookmarks,
Sugar Free Candy, and Risk Strips available for your Club to
hand out and spread awareness within your community.

Contact Dianne Ortega: dortegaclifnd.org to order your supplies today.
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morning turned into a beautiful Saturday! All proceeds benefit LIF Y M )

Vision Services. We appreciate all who joined us with participation and support!

Roar-In Charity Car Show North. What began as a wet and rainy




What is the
Trustee Challenge?

The Trustee Challenge is a method of
benchmarking the progress of our districts and
clubs toward the annual fundraising goals for
the Lions of Illinois Foundation.

LIONS OF lLLlNOlS
ENDOWMENT FUND

Creating a Present Day Capability For Future Needs

How is the Trustee Challenge Calculated?

> Each year the Lions of lllinois Foundation calculates a per capita number that is based on
the annual Programs and Services Budget divided by the total number of Lions within the
state, this is based on membership as of July 1° (the first day of each new Lion's year).

> This year that number is $72.35 per Lion.

> Each Club then gets a Goal based on the total number of Lions in their Club.

Example: A Lions Club with 30 members x $72.35= $2,170.50

> The goal for each District is built by combining all the Club Goals from that District.

What is the Challenge for Each District Trustee?

A Trustee is challenged with the task of helping clubs reach their goal by being active
within the district:

> Speak at Club/District meetings to get acquainted with the Lions in their District and
spread the word about LIF Programs and Services and how they positively impact their
communities.

> Help organize and participate in Club/District fundraising events.

Clubs that meet their goal will
receive a certificate of recognition.
District Trustees will receive a
certificate of recognition if the

district meets their goal. Congratulatlons to Districts 1-F and 1-) for
completing the Trustee Challenge for 2024/2025!

Trustees will be provided with quarterly reports on their progress toward the Trustee Challenge. The report will include

18 information on how clubs are progressing towards the goal as well as how the district is progressing overall.
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Lions of Illinois Endowment Fund

Creating a Present Day Capability for Future Needs Since 1983.

L.LE.F.

Yes: [kdillikeltothonorsomeoneiwithkallolidayAlinibutelthisiseasons

Holiday Tribute In Honor of :

For:

Donation amount: $

Donor/Club Name (please print):
Address:
City: State: Lip:

Email:

Phone:

Please notify the Tribute (their family) by sending an acknowledgement of my name and special message to:

Name (please print):

Address:

City: State: Zip:
Email: Phone:

Message:

Please make checks payable to: Lions of lllinois Endowment Fund
Mailing address: Lions of lllinois Foundation 700 N. Peace Rd. Suite B, DeKalb, IL 60115
To pay by credit card, please visit: LionsoflllinoisFoundation.org
(click the “Donate Now” button - Under “Select Donation Type” click “Endowment”)
or call the Foundation Office at: (815) 756-5633

Thank you for your donation. The tax-deductible contribution you have made will be placed into the Lions of lllinois Endowment Fund. Only
the earnings from this funds are used to support the programs and services of our Lions of lllinois Foundation. The principal will remain
untouched and increase forevermore.
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July & August 2025 Tribute’Donations

MEMORIALS

Lawrence Bruckner, PDG
« PDG Richard & Deb Delp
« PCC Steve & Kathy Ferguson
« PDG Tom & Jane Martin
« PDG Larry & Ann McGuire
« PID Dan & Maryanne O'Reilly
« PDG Dave & Mary Stryker

Anthony Coco
« Willow Springs Lions Club

Glenn ‘Bird’ Combs, PDG
e District 1-BK

Glenn Cothern
« PDG Dick & Barb Bark
e District 1-BK

Robert DePaolo, PDG
« PDG Butch & Connie Guennewig

Maury Ettleson
» Craig Slaw (Leonardi Insurance Agency)

Ruth Goebel
» Craig Slaw (Leonardi Insurance Agency)

Scott Hankes
o Hinckley LC

Ray Jachim, PDG
o District 1-A PDG Club

Richard Ketcham
 LaHarpe LC

Gerald Mall
« Sandwich LC

Fred Rackow
« Hampshire LC

Remember that there are many ways
to honor someone with a tribute.

Give Thanks to those
who are special to you
with a Tribute this

Thanksgiving Season!

MEMORIALS Cont’d

Millie Shastal
« Fox Lake LC

Charlie Siefert, PDG
e District 1-BK

Ed Smith
« PDG Dick & Barb Bark

Arthur M. Stine
« Okawville LC

Chuck White
 LaHarpe LC

HONORS

Austin D'Souza, PDG
« PDG Ralph & Susan Zarada

Terry & Cathy Eberle
e« PID Russell & Susan Sarver

GET WELL WISHES

PDG Joan McMillan
o District 1-A PDG Club




