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The Lions Share Newsletter is a publication of the Lions of Illinois Foundation written for our membership and those in the public who 
support our causes. Membership in the LIF is limited to the Lions, Lioness, and Leo Clubs of Illinois. We invite persons and/or parties 
with inquiries, or who have material to submit, please contact Trish Fisher tfisher@lifnd.org & by phone: 815-756-5633 ext. 240 V/TTY 
Relay. All material in this publication is pre-approved by the LIF in accordance with the operating procedures of the Lions of Illinois 
Foundation. The LIF is a 501(c)3 charitable non-profit organization. 

The Office is Currently Closed to the Public  

LIF STAFF -  Phone Ext Lines are V/TTY Relay unless noted. 
 

Trish Fisher, Executive Director   

Phone Ext. 240   tfisher@lifnd.org   Contact for: Marketing Lions Share, LIF Everyday, Annual Car 
Show, Annual Gala, Camp Lions Coordinator, Low-Vision Programs, Recycling Depo Pick-Ups, Recycling 
Questions, Meeting Planner. 

 
 

Dianne Ortega, Administrative Assistant-Fundraising 

Phone Ext. 250   dortega@lifnd.org  Contact for: Candy Day, Sight & Sound Sweepstakes, Tootsie 
Pop Day, Diabetic Awareness Campaign, Lions Walk for Sight, Club/Officer Report Information, & 
Ambassador of Goodwill list.    

 

Kirsten Kotlarchik, Staff Accountant and Memorials and Endowments                                                                                    

Phone Ext. 351  kmk@lifnd.org   Contact for: Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable, & Financial 
Records.  Endowment Fund donations, Foundation Fellows, Sustaining Supporters, Legacy Club, Tree of 
Service, & Birdies for Charities.    

 

Denise Domanico, Administrative Assistant-Social Services                                            
Phone Ext. 222  dthirtle@lifnd.org   Contact for: Reconditioned Hearing Aid Program, “Sight Pass” 
discount Eyeglasses, Vision equipment  

 

Jyllann Torres, Programs Assistant                                                                                                  

Phone Ext. 231 jtorres@lifnd.org   Contact for: Scheduling of Mobile Screening Units, PlusoptiX  
for preschools and special events.  Mobile unit data collection and thank you’s, Vision equipment  

 

Max Kruse, Accounting Clerk         
Phone 223  mkruse@lifnd.org  Contact for: Schedule Volunteers for Eye Glass Sorting's, 
Foundation District weekly Program Reports, Camp Lions Registrar, Camp Reports and data. Shipping and 
Receiving.   
 

Sydney Webster, Communications Website, Facebook, Social Media Outlets  

Phone Ext. 221 swebster@lifnd.org  
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Lions of Illinois Foundation 2254 Oakland Drive, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Website: LionsOfIllinoisFoundation.org  Facebook.com/LIFnd 

The Lions Share is  

“GOING GREEN”  
If your club secretary would still need to be mailed a paper 

copy, please contact LIF Office or                                   
email dortega@lifnd.org 

mailto:TFisher@LIFND.ORG
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This Is the Day that Lord Has Made.  Let Us Rejoice and Be Glad in It!! 

By LIF President Johnny Anderson, PDG 

 

Fall/Spring 2020-2021  

STUDENT LOW VISION CLINICS  

JACKSONVILLE CLINIC IS SCHEDULED FOR  

OCTOBER 19TH AND 20TH  

 

Hi Lions of Illinois!  I am Lion PDG Johnny Anderson, District 1-G, your Lions of Illinois Foundation 

President 2020-2021.  First of all, I would like to thank PDG Lion Chip Farrington, now Past President of 

your Lions of Illinois Foundation, for the great job in leading our Foundation through a very tough year.  

Job Well Done!!  I also want to thank Lion Trish Fisher, our Executive Director and her staff at our 

Foundation.  What an amazing job was done by all! 

We are in a very tough time for all Lions and Lions Clubs throughout our state as well the whole world. 

Who would have thought the Coronavirus would be here this long and may be here in next year as well. As you know at 

your Foundation all our programs are on hold at this time just like fund raisers in your community.  But we know, Where 

There Is a Need There Is a Lion!!  That is what we do as Lions.  We serve and help others in need.  We at your Foundation 

are working to help others.  To do that, we have to think out of the box! 

As you know Camp Lions was canceled.  E.D. Trish Fisher and her Staff came up with a Virtual Summer Camp which 

started July 13th for four weeks. Our own Ninja Warrior, Kyle Schulze was helping with the physical challenge part of our 

camp.  We need your help as always with donations to Camp Lions.   

Think out of the box!!!  I hope you can, on a club level, do that as well.  Work with your county health departments so you 

can have your event.  My home club of Loraine had a Fish Fry April 4, this year.  We set up a curbside only pickup with a 

Free Will Offering.  It went great with the largest crowd ever!  We served 550 meals and turned 30 cars away because we 

ran out of food.  We also received the most donations ever.  We were blessed!!  We will have another fish fry on Aug 21st.  

We hope to have our annual outing in the park as well on Aug 22nd if we can.  Think outside of the box for your event.  

You might be surprised how people will respond and help. 

We, at your Foundation, will keep doing the work you would have us do for people who need our help. Please remember, 

your Lions of Illinois Foundation’s Vision, which is still true today, “The vision of the Lions of Illinois Foundation is to 

create a PERMANENT VEHICLE for the delivery of programs and services to the visually and hearing impaired.” This 

happens  through our Endowment Trust!!  Our endowment trust is doing very well for the way the market has been.  Our 

investment brokers at Merrill Lynch Investments have done an amazing job for your Foundation!  We still need your help 

by sending $500.00 for a Foundation Follow to recognize someone in your club, community or maybe your club President 

for a job well done!  When the money goes thru Birdies we get more interest on your donation. Also don’t forget about our 

HONORARIUMS donate in honor of someone special.    Please support our Programs and Services!!   

I will end with a quote From Melvin Jones, “You can’t get very far until you start doing something for somebody 

else.”  Stay Safe and Stay Healthy!! 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion PDG Johnny 

The Student Low Vision Program will be moving forward,  

either at the school campus or at the clinic location.  

“Now more than ever, students with low vision need the benefits the SEEING IS BELIEVING Program 

provides. As we all take precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19, it is imperative each student 

has access to their own magnifiers , telescopes and other assistive devices provided by this program.   

SEEING IS BELIEVING  
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Your District Trustees have set up Candy Day Candy and supplies “Pick-Up points” 

to support you in your efforts to move forward with your Candy Day Event. 

 Pick up points are listed on page 6 of this Lions Share. 

Contact your District Trustee if you are needing more information. 

District 1-M HAD CANDY AND SUPPLIES AVAILABLE AT 

THEIR “PICK-UP POINT” SATURDAY AUGUST 1ST 

LIF Van District 1-M Candy Day Pick-Up Point in Arcola. 

Fundraising Chairperson Lion Ralph Fisher loading Candy  
Lion Les Smith picking up candy and supplies for his club. 

Recycling items were 

also dropped off.   

L i o n s  S h a r e  



 

 

  P a g e  6  L i o n s  S h a r e  

Mark Your Calendar  
Please contact your District Trustees if you have questions about dates, locations and times. 
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Health Services Update  
By State Chairperson Bob Jilke 

 Vision and Hearing Clinics are Open in your Districts 

 

Please e-mail our Social Services Clerk to assist you with 

your Community Vision and Hearing Needs  

Denise Domanico 

ddomanico@lifnd.org  
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Greetings Lions,  

With the Health Services functions of your Foundation being shut down or slowed down for the past few 

months, our LIF staff has been continually working and has maintained order from the chaos.  But, there is 

some optimism that we will be able to return to normal soon.  Our Adult Low-Vision Orientation and Mobility 

Training programs are now opening back up.  Our Hearing aid clinics and Vision partners have been 

receiving clients. We are collecting recycling items, eyeglasses and hearing aids and they can be dropped off 

at the Foundation office.   

Our Student Low Vision Clinics will open either seeing students on campus or at the clinic offices, as 

permitted by the Governor’s office.  The mobile screening units, Camp Lions and other functions are all 

planned to be up and running in 2021.  Please make plans now for your Health Fairs, utilizing the Health 

Fair Guide Booklet located on our website www.LionsOfIllinoisFoundation.org.  

Stay safe and enjoy the rest of the summer, 

Lion Bob Jilke, PDG 

LIF Health Services State Chairperson  
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Theme: 
Super Hero Day 

Send in a   
photo of your 
best  super 
hero    outfit 

Winner gets a gift 
card 

Camp Songs  
Sing along with 
past Counselors  

Signs of the 
Day with    
Bronson 

Learning how to 
Sign  

Deaf Ninja  
Stay Fit with Kyle 

Schulze  

Daily video or 
photo          

challenge 
Create your own 
super hero: draw 

or video your         
description don’t 

forget a cool 
name. 

Craft  
Paint on Canvas 

w/”Bob Ross” 

Live Zoom 
Chat 

Older girls 
Ages 13-17 

 

Live Zoom  
Welcome to 

Camp 
play a game 
Kahoot Trivia 

 

SIGN UP FOR 
THE TALENT 

SHOW!!! 

 

Thank You to our Super Heroes Camp 

Directors Bronson Black, Lisa Borgo and 

past counselors for organizing and 

implementing all of the videos and Live 

Zoom Chats.  

A Special Thank You to Kyle Schulze “Deaf 

Ninja” Warrior, former Camper and 

Counselor for taking time out of his busy 

training schedule to participate in our Camp. 

Yes, that is Camp Director Bronson Black 

dressed as famous painter/art instructor  

Bob Ross for his craft video entitled, 

“Painting on Canvas with Bob Ross”  

A Great Time was had by all.  Over 40 Campers 
signed up and participated in the                         

VIRTUAL CAMP LIONS CHALLENGES.   

A Few are Pictured here.  

Campers had a different Theme each day with 
different activities, crafts and physical activities. 
Campers met Live each evening via Zoom to play 

a new game and have time to chat with their 
friends from Camp Lions.  

Lisa and Bronson designed specialized activities  
for both our HoH/Deaf and our LV/Blind  Campers. 

Sample of HoH/Deaf 

Camp Week 

 

       ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT CAMP LIONS 
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shipping not included 

CAMP LIONS VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMP T-SHIRTS 

ON SALE NOW!   $12 each  

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Club _____________________________________District _________________Phone ________________________ 

SHIP TO:  

Address __________________________________________________________________________ZIP__________ 

E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Thank You to our Camp Lions Virtual Camp          

T-Shirt Sponsors 

Rockford Noon Lions  

& 

Dundee Township Lions  

Own a Little Part of History with a 

Virtual Camp Lions T-Shirt.   

 

T-Shirt order will be taken until 

September 14th if you are interested 

please fill out the form below and 

send it back to LIF we will Invoice you 

for payment...including shipping 

costs. 

Please add  

$2.50 for 2x 

$4.00 for 3x 

$5.00 for 4x 

For questions please email us at 

LIFoffice@lifnd.org  

 

 

SIZES YOUTH 

Sm.________________ 

Med._______________ 

Lg._________________  

Xl. __________________ 

ADULT SIZES  

Sm.________________ 

Med._______________ 

Lg._________________  

Xl. _________________ 

 

2X._______plus $2.50 

3X._______plus $4.00 

4X._______plus $5.00 

 

TOTAL # OF SHIRTS ORDERED 

#________________________ 

Order Total  Minus Shipping Costs 

$_________________________ 

Mail to  

2254 Oakland Drive, Sycamore IL 60178 

Or Email form to LIFoffice@lifnd.org  

Please place total number of shirts needed next to each size needed.  

All Proceeds to Benefit Camp Lions  
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Greetings Lions,  

This newsletter is to give you information and updates in all of the areas that encompass The Lions 
of Illinois Endowment Trust and how those funds are contributed.  Please go to our website 
www.LionsOfIllinoisFoundation.org to obtain brochures and forms pertaining to each 
Endowment program listed below.  Contributions to the Endowment Trust are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

What is The Endowment Trust?  The Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust offers the 
opportunity for members of the Lions family and the general public to give a tax-deductible gift that 
keeps on giving. It is a restricted fund in which contributions are pooled and invested, with the principal 
remaining intact. Only the income can be used to support Lions of Illinois Foundation programs and 
services for people with vision and hearing needs.  

Endowment Trust Mission Statement: The Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust exists 
for the sole purpose of creating a consistent and permanent stream of revenue to fund the 

programs and services provided by the Lions for the visually and hearing impaired. It is 
recognized that future unmet human needs may need to be addressed and the Lions may not be 

able to affect those needs directly. Therefore, the Lions of Illinois through this Trust are 
creating a present day capability for those future needs.  

Merrill Lynch: For the past 20 years with the help and support of the management 

team at Merrill Lynch, your Endowment Trust has been steady at $11.6 million dollars 
as of 8-14-2020. Your Foundation only takes 3% of the earned income towards the 

programs and services of your Lions of Illinois Foundation, 97% of the earned income 
is rolled back into the fund for future needs. 
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What is a Sustaining Supporter? The Sustaining Supporter program is a method of giving 
in which anyone (Lion or non-Lion) is encouraged to give a tax-deductible donation on an annual basis 
to help support the many programs and services of the Lions of Illinois Foundation. With the annual 
contribution of $25 (less than 7¢ per day) through the Sustaining Supporter program, an individual is 
able to demonstrate a commitment to the Lions of Illinois Foundation and to its vision of creating a 
permanent vehicle for the delivery of programs and services to the visually and hearing impaired. The 
initial $25 contribution entitles the Sustaining Supporter to receive a pin. Upon renewal, the Sustaining 
Supporter receives a numbered tab that may be attached to the pin.  

How do I become a supporter? Contribute $25 to the Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust and 
attach the form below. Renewals are $25 each. (Or, contribute $25 to give someone a Sustaining 
Supporter as a gift or award/recognition.)  

 

Yes! Sustaining Supporter contributions are completely convertible to Foundation 
Fellows. For more information, contact the Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust. 

100% Sustaining Supporter Club:  When a club donates $25 per member in one club 
check payment to the Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust, the club will then be recognized as a 100% 
Sustaining Supporter Club. Each club member will be recognized as a Sustaining Supporter.  Please 

send a list of club members, with address and phone with your form and check.   



 

MAY-JUNE 2020 TRIBUTE DONATIONS 
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MEMORIALS 
 

Michele Jachim Eden 

 District 1-A PDG Club 

PDG Richard Howell 

 Mary Truitt 

 Rick and Rose Tonozzi 

Morton Paradise 

 Skokie Lions Club 

John G. Harpst 

 James Harbaugh 

David Martino 

 Larry and Joanne Johnson 

Raymond Narodowiec 

 Roselle Lions Club 

 Robert and Linda Jilke, Sr. 

Wallace Hanford 

 Walt Holden 

Nell K. Franz 

 Louis and Susan Czech 

 Ronald and Myrna Harschfeld 

Paul Gergolla 

 Jo Ann Adams 

 Ben Bauman 

 William Lorek 

 Elta Rice 

 Phillip Roussel 

PDG Francis Anderson 

 District 1-BK 

 John Joseph and Bobbie 
Honiotes 

 Joliet Noon Lions Club 

Angelo “Ginger” Troiani 

 John Joseph and Bobbie 
Honiotes 

Carolyn Dodge 

 Dick and Barb Bark 

 John Allsworth 

 Tom and Jane Martin 

 Jan Barber 

 Peoria Heights-Suburban         
Lions Club 

Mario Gumino 

 District 1-M 

John Wadsworth’s Mother 

 Dundee Township Lions 
Club 

Bill McCorkle 

 Durand Lions Club 

PDG Stanley Schmidt 

 Okawville Lions Club 

Robert “Bob” Evans 

 Wyoming Lions Club 

Harvey Hoffman 

 Waterloo Lions Club 

Suzanne Powell 

 Richard Robertson 

 Dundee Township Lions Club 

Gloria Moon 

 Willow Springs Lions Club 

Richard Klemm 

 Ann Lee Klemm 

Karen Orlen 

 Morris Lions Club 

Doris Stangland 

 Larry and Joanne Johnson 

Brody Logan 

 LaHarpe Lions Club 

Janet Pisaneski 

 Highland Lions Club 

Harold “Sunny” Vanhouten 

 Bartonville Lions Club 

GET WELL SOON 

PDG Catherine Rondinelli 

 District 1-A PDG Club 

PDG Wes Salsbury 

 District 1-A PDG Club 

Legacy Club: The Legacy Club is a way of recognizing individuals who wish to 

assist in the establishment of a lasting legacy to help children and adults with vision 

and hearing needs.  Membership in the Legacy Club is granted to any person (Lion or 

non-Lion) who demonstrates a commitment to the vision of the Lions of Illinois 

Foundation by: 

 leaving a bequest of any size (large or small), or  

 assigning any part of a pension/retirement fund, IRA, insurance policy, or 
investment account 

Wills, Bequests, Trusts: Individuals may choose to give an estate tax deductible 
gift by naming the Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust or Lions of Illinois Foundation as 
(1) a beneficiary of part of an estate; or (2) an assignee of part of a 
pension/retirement fund, IRA, insurance policy, or investment account. Individuals 
who provide appropriate documentation to the Lions of Illinois Endowment Trust 
become members of the Legacy Club. Contributions through wills, bequests 
and trusts are estate tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

What do I receive as a Legacy Club member? As a Legacy Club member, 
you receive a beautiful pin and the satisfaction of knowing that, because of you, 
future generations of children and adults in Illinois will receive the precious gift of 
hope.  

Dennis Reisbich 

 Dundee Township Lions Club 

 Richard Robertson 

PDG Lou Torres 

 District 1-A PDG Club 

 Robert and Brenda Block 

 Mike and Carol Smigielski 

 Cheryl Warshaw 

 James McCaslin 

 Dan and Maryanne O’Reilly 

 Frank and Robin Kirar 

 Richard Rucoba 

 Rex Nyquist 

 Jerry Novak 

 Walt Holden 

 Jan Barber 

 Chicago Ridge Lions Club 

Charles Steuer 

 Swansea-Belleville Midtown 
Lions Club 

 John Dean 

 Tim and Rose Thomas 

 Rob and Namdol Steuer 

Bob Price 

 Wyoming Lions Club 

Georgia Eliakis 

 Morris Lions Club 

Larry Hampton 

 Wyoming Lions Club 



 

 

The Blue Drop Box is if 

you have a few small 

items: a few glasses, a 

small box of Hearing Aids. 

 

Please DO NOT place INK 

CARTRAGES into the Blue 

eyeglass recycling bin in 

front of the building...they 

have a tendency to make 

a mess.  Please place 

them on a skid.  

We are going paperless with Recycling Reporting.  Please go to our    

website and click the link on the home page.                                                 

You can contact us at LIFOFFICE@LIFND.ORG for any recycling questions. 

There are two blue 

skids placed on the 

side of our building 

with a tarp and 

bungies to cover after you 

make your drop.  

Please check the weather    

before dropping off your items 

as the tarp will not be able to 

protect all of the boxes from 

inclement weather.  

You can drop off any and all 

items on weekends as well as 

weekdays.   


